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PREFACE, 



Tile present work H Ilia result of fi ffcftcn years 1 
intimate acquaintance with the Orauns, including 
tlines years' special enquiries aboiit their customs 
and usages. 

Th* OjSoas ire spread over such a large tract 
of the Chota Nfigpur plateau that local variations 
of Hi'S customs recorded in this book necessarily 
occur. And as with- advancing civilisation nkl 
customs, habits, ideas and beliefs are now in a 
process of trail sib rrnition, decay or disappearance, 
all the customs and usages described litre can hard- 
ly be found together in any one village at this day. 

Should the present work be favourably received 
hy the public, it is proposed to follow it up by an- 
other volume giving an account of the religious and 
magicorekpicLiS system , Hie domestic Cerennonies 
and usages and the language and folklore of the 
Orsons sc as ta complete our pic lure of the tribe. 

The great Importance for administrative pur- 
poses of die study of the ethnology of such baefo 
ward tribes as the Qraons has been referred to by 
Dr. Haddan in the Introduction which he hae sp 
very kiivdiy written for this work and for which I 
cannot adequately express illy gratitude to him. As 
far the scientific interest of Si:ch a study, the Ob- 
eerVitiotlS IB adt elsewhere by the same eminent 
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authority with reference to tilt Cochin tribes 
apply with equal force to the Oiaons : “These 
backward jungte-FoEk have a peculiar interest for 
ethnologists us they appear to retain many of the- 
customs and beliefs which we may well supposs 
characterised mankind in very ancient times ; 
they 10^ ethnological survivals which bear the 
same relation Lo Anthropology as that borne to 
Zoology by those generalised or persistent types 
dating from geological antiquity in various groups, 
of animals that rejoice the heart of the Zoologist." 

i lake tills opportu n i ty of recording my moat 
respectful gratitude to HEs Honour Sir Charles 
Staart Kayley h K.GS.L, LSrQr, Lie □ tenant- Governor 
□f Bihar and Orissa, for kind words of encourage- 
ment during the preparation of this work. To 
the Hon' hie Mr. E. A. Gait,, C.SJ. r C.l!-E r , I.CS., 
Member, Executive Council, Rlhar and Orissa, 
my debt -of gratitude is incalculable. To him 1 
owe my initiation into the study -of Anthropology 
as a science, and hia never-failing kindness 
and word 3 of encouragement and advice have 
throughout cheered and pulded me ;n my labours. 
Finally, I have ta thank the Rev. F. T. Martin, b,A. 
(Cantab.) for the trouble he has kindly taken in 
revising tl;a proofs of certain parti of tile book. 

RAWCW. 1 S. C. Roy. 

7 hi rst Jane, /ntj 1 . J 




contents 



Fu+rddiLf-UflUi 

hj Dr. A,, C. Had<?riu 3 u.a., sc.n,, f.e a., 
U.P.C.A. 

CHAPTER I. 

Qrifri^ ind [ILitciv _ 

l r PripuLntipn ... 

EE. T ri bill N uair.'r 

11], Origin n." iJ idi-r;:, Lij-us 

IV. l^t-se Histotj 

CHAPTER 11. 

Gcoerojihle and incia] Enrijunni'cnt , .. 

Il GeG^fAplaiu Ed.vir&macul 
II. Social Enrtrcuiineiil 

CI3APTEE III, 

Phjhit*3 CUaroelerirlie# arJ PfltupnB I Adornment 
L Physical Appenrawc 

II. Attitudes Jind WOKtTlEOiS, <i:irT PJi.j'iiLilJ 

Fp?V'ers Jrf .„. 

III. Dima r.r. :] ] r : : :■ i : ,'i i Ad □: a l:: : ul ... , ,- 

CHAPTER IV. 

VQPa^ Qt'gfi.nrza.tiaia h£, Economic [.if* 

I. T]le Village., Village. Lunds ic Laud-tl elding. 

II. Agriculture ,.,. 

[IE. Kdipiouc aad oEjBrmnMa in 

Agriculture ... 

IV. Hauling j.l .t. 

V. PLlbiag 

Eird^iircbiaj , ,- 






vii-xrc 



>£1 

2 - 3 

3- 1 T 

17-35 

30-11 

52-7S 

32-157 

67-79 



90-104 

PQ-07 

SS-92 

IKS-Hli 

10S-119 

11 &- 140 ' 

( 4 1-153 
15-3-IF 
15-9-1 1 
L5L-1 




COKTEHTS. 



Til 



VIL iiaietisJ Condition 

■y[|I, &duciar£Ct , Jrc& iUG liidtiStrica 
H Tradt am) ihe VlNsrc Mailict ... 

X . niifeioj L dnraM c[ SfTTiDis & LahoaTtft -.- 

XI. Ttc Pnilj Lifcof cLw Otaoti 
X!L Etnracik Comlki-uii 



CHAPTER V, 

Tie Vi I [apt Darriri*™*. *n<3 t he TrainnMT of 

Yautb .-r — T ~ 

I . TIie flibihcl rarsi" UuntlltOfY 

II. Tlie ^aidifin' Hrmnitury 



HE. OaoLEti 
IV. S<M£!f 



V, 



Tbc jaiia 



or IrttM-Purfitt Da.ncir.Jt 



CHAH I'EK V3- 

S-ucial Dr'if^niijilifi.ii r.nd tb? Regulation (>f Irilwii 



UJ* 

I. T'JL'. , iDl:ih ... 

EE. KjiiKhip nnil the’FfmlcfStA of C^rtaiil Kid -■■ 
UL IttbcritRTirf and Pif-titi uD pf PropcrLy 

IV. Tke Village BrntlirrkiUKt and Artificial 

JiraBhip 

V, tic Vtll*J»ie Piujshayat 

VT. T.tc Pnrba Federation aud In.Lii'-FwllJi 



A 111 iiiCtfiJ 



APPENDICES 



j. Sucn= Agricultural C nattiuis ainooiK Lht 

U raL'UH 

la. Tim TcailH LiDUiil StOfJf of ifc LlermFis "F 
Uaa and of [he SpirilH 

Til. Or Aon ... ... . . 

IY Fnpnlation IKtati Jiirs] 

Inde an P1 , . H 

Errol a 



Paget. 

162-13* 

LSD-1 W- 
144-ieli 
1BE1-202 



2 lfl-323 
21 1 2M 
23D-27.iT 
273-301 
aoi-sn 7 



.'{(3 7-332 



32+H3W 

324-3M 

36V-3N7 



3dfi-4L>5 






+7G 
4-7 7-+S3 
4a3-+nn 
iafl+si 
+133 




List of llluitritions. 



■!> 



I. 


The Rahttti ifurt ~- 


fating /■*.?< 


29 


2, 


An Orioai FsiAdjitWfit 


-*■> 


... 


39 


J- 


Handl-oam weaving 




- = * 




4> 


Sc mi-H: 0 dulled a-bisriglnfl] fuomori 


rr» 




P 


$■ 


Oi*fln typei 




■»■» 


51 


6. 


An yrnun earrying Ins eliilditr 




T.. 


&S 


7- 


An Orion type ... 




— 


101 


s, 


Patterns pf tattoo. iJiar’cLa 




HU 


3 03 




Youuf Orton pn-r 


r—i 


... 


10 a 


m 


Tea. po ca ar> leaf-d wt; L l 1 ng a ... 


m 


14* 


rot 


Hr 


Type of adoLt ma'.c 


... 


...a 


■ Oil 


*5- 


TTireabog partly 




-H 


127 


IJ. 


Certpliina birds with [be 1) : nl-Jime 


a.-- 


... 


rs* 


I*. 


Dra-wings tm Jiiitbie-vpaQs ... 


Rf 


a.. 


*5- 


IS. 


■flic pb'flcti, ar.i javelin 


rr. 


a.. 




Itr 


Yoke. harrow and other Implemente 


■ .. 


■ N 


HI 


If. 


An Gril*a hunting party 


... 


■1“ 


I5S 


Ifl. 


At. Ori-en biLzL ... 


»■ 


4-l 


*73 


IS- 


Qtt.jl merits i::d Cihor aftldta in UEt 


run [if. 5 -5t 








the Qcftcmn ... 


r*-*- 


n+ 


T 


20. 


A nsfcir.f party — 


a 1 — 




[$i 


11. 


Musical instramen ts 


... 


kPS 


1SS 


?£, 


HeiiJ-geay, u&ia.-grht'.k, f/c- 


Ml 




a ■ !i 




UKvicif 1^7 caitle-tlisBMG 


r*~r 


... 


151 


14. 


’W iur-dacLie .+, (.4 




u.a 


3b L 


^ 5. 


Woown'* dnjicfc 




. Id. 


ill 


2fi r 


An Orion hi war-dreSt 


i.l 


... 


2! J 


7?, 


The Ka/air daivcc 




... 


1B5 


eg. 


futiticM of Lius dancers a- the dar.cc' 


i t” 




-yt 


39. 


Ro33t5np of the dancers at rhfc diisoee 


r~¥ 




3&‘ 


The Kha^iA danca 


... 


■ fefe 


“94 


3>' 


Blowing the ■MuT'-ErLisilpfcL 


.da 


... 




31 - 


Tha court-yard danct 


... 


.rr 


39f 


33. 


Orkon madE of salu Wim 


... 


PH* 





Mapahtwing iba migrations the Ot&on? a^d 
their mumni^il s-nea&ui in t"ne different districts 
and 'll ills d:FTtr*p.t iAil/rttot the Ritrnhi dlSiTvt. 




INTRODUCTION, 



Mr. Scratch andra Roy hi [gig published * 
a valuable, book entitled “The Mufldps and Their 
Country" and now bo hai plared etlmologlsts 
further in bis debt by the present volume on the. 
On&OUS, More than half of the earlier wal k iva.i 
taken UP by an accoun t of the: ancient and recent 
history of the people - } foi tunately far tbs student 
the early history of the Oramis h not so complica- 
ted and the author IS able to give an adequate 
account of tlieir traditional history and migration-: 
in one chapter. 

As in so many other iitstanoes, the name ty 
which these people Eire callfld i& not. their name for 
themselves > which is Kurukh, luL the tenu Omon 
lias voir becumc their riFbcia^ appellation. AH 
authorities are a^rec-cf that the Onions area Drlvl- 
dlajt people who im m Lg rated on tu tlic plateau of 
Chou Nagpur, Mr. Gait says that according to 
their traditions I hey came from the Carnatic up 
the Narbada fiver and settled in Bihar Oil the 
bn Ilka of the Son, and lie adds that their language 
i.g more closely allied to Caoarcce than to any 
other DravidiaL' language spoken in die s*>u£h of 
India" {“Census of India igcn" VJ. pt ( {LQ03’' 
p. Si!*). 
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It is quite ■evident fram * penpal of the 
CthnograpEdcal data presented With sodl praise* 
worthy detail in tins book that tile culture of the 
Drains is q£ curaplex origin* as their histoi y 
would lead one to expect, One problem iof future 
research is to dissect out, as :t were, the various 
elements which arc associated together and thus 
to reconstruct the cultural history of the people f 
at the Same lime the traditional and recorded 
history' and the racial affinities of the people 
must be taken into account Fortunately hit. 
Roy has provided very full and most valuable 
data for the two most important tribes of one 
portion of Chota Nagpur, but a study of the kind 
suggested ivEil necessity to research not only among 
tho (leighhouring tribe;; but inuong peoples Farther 
afield!. 

Wc hive 1 suggestive indication of the early 
condition of the Ora-rms before they set out on 
their wanderings If, 13 OIK author believes, they 
formed jj-lrt of the Vanara army that helped the 
Aryan hero Itama Chandra in defeating the 
u on- Aryan king R&wnna of Lanka. They appear, 
according to this Edent: Fean Oil, Co have lived in 
caves and fought with Sticks and stones ; even 
at the present day the Otnons still use about half* 
a-duaen varieties of sticks in theif hunting e;t- 
iUMions, They fed largely on wild plants and. 




rNTHOTCUCTIOif. IX 

roots, were addicted to drink, and took great 
detig ht in singing to tire Stnlnd of the mtmdal 
which is still their favourite musical instra merit, 
"A few refttancEs its tke Ramaywia would seem 
to Show that even tll-S physiological conditions 
of paternity were not yet understood by this 
people’ 1 (£1, Ramachandm not only called his 
allies "friends” and '‘brethren* 1 but also ‘'monkeys" 

( -jatia-rd) ; for this term he must have had a good 
reason. It certainly was not a term of contempt, 
as tile Vsnaras are Spoken of as "am iabled coking" 
and "good fellows.' 1 The author's suggestion is 
that various monkeys went the to Lems of the 
leading section 1 : oE the DovLciaji h Ell-men of Rama 
Chandra’s army and to this day tE iere aio monkey* 
Totems amongst the OraonS of Chota Wag pat and 
the dealt oi the monkey ic tabu, to all Chaons ■(P-aa). 
The conclusion is drawn that '*tlvE Eotcm wa-i 
derived from the mother's side,, descent bang 
mitiilincai in those days and paternity imperfectly 
understood" (p. 23 ), 

In the course of thdr wanderings from South 
India the OraOns practised agriculture and -cattle- 
breeding and learnt the use of metal implements, 
but before they settled in the valley of the Son 
in what is HOW the Shalubad district in Bihar 
they seem td have preferred cattle to a. I else, 
This was the area of their economic and social 
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characterisation, Driven thence fry the Cheros, 
perhaps on the ■d.CPX¥‘t> T ilI I aFtlie Gupta dynasty, 
they migrated to the north-west portion of the 
plateau oF Chuta Nagpur, where they lived In 
tolerable amity with the Mundas on becoming 
predominant, however, they crowded out the 
Mundas. who retreated to Lite southern and 
eastern parts oF the plateAUr The plateau was 
“'the area originally of their consolidation and 
su haequently Ot disintegration and degradation 
(p.,5 1), and here they hays been subject- to various 
cultural influences, among which that of the 
Mundas has probably been most potent though 
Hinduism nnd quite recently Christianity have 
nqt bpen without effectr 

One of the most Interesting suggestions offered 
by Mn Roy Ls that there was Formerly a system 
of marriage between grand -parents and grand- 
children and other relatives belonging to thcae 
generations, (ppu 3 S 3 - 3 SS 1 - This Form of marriage 
has recently received much attention from Dr. 
Rivers ("History of Melanesian Society, 1 ’ H- 
1 9 [4^ , who sayi : ^The evidence for the existence 
of marriage with the grnnd-daughtei of the brother 
at the present time [In Melanesia] ia less definite, 
but there is ftdear tradition of its occurrence 111 the 
past and it is said still to be practised.. ..Such a 
marriage regulation Is not unique, but is actually 
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in vo^tte at the present time (or at the time 
Howitt's record was made) amoa" ttic Diers of 
Australia, Hat only' does a Dicrf man surnt 
times many' the granddaughter of Hi* elder 
bncj tlie-r, bat there are certain modes of speech, in 
lhc i^iung the people which resemble closely 
Hie way in which. terms oT relationship are used 

in Pentecost. There is a Dieri saying 'those 

who are A t £J! to each other arc also Nariaau to 
each other,’ and this Is equivalent to saying tliat 
the maternal grandfather artd his daughter’s 
daughter arc potential enn sorts. Thus, not only 
does the marriage in question still take place 
among the Dieri. tut there is a clear recognition 
that relatives beb lining to generations twice re- 
moved from one another are naturally husband 
and wife (p, 47), Rivers rtlSQ points out that “the 
nature of the riuaL organisation with inatrfliuen] 
dfiSCCuL makes it deur that if a man Is to marry 4 
woman of a generation JWU tiger than lib own, he 
will be limited in his choice to two groups of 
relatives;: viz Jh women hawing the status of his 
daughters and those having the status of his 
daughter's daughters, for other woulGil . , , will bfr 
of the same moiety as himself, 1 * He believe? that 
marriage with a granddaughter, as an organised 
practice* had its origin in a state of society in 
which the elders ])A(I Sd some way acquired 30 prC' 
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dominant a position in the community that they 
were cole to monopolise all the yonflf women, 
those of each moiety becoming as U matter of 
course the wives of the elders of the other moiety, 
The obvious cortSoquence or such a condition is 
that, as young men grow up, they will find the 
young women who would naturally have been their 
wives already appropriates I by the old men. 
Their only ehfince of ohtalnijt^ w [ ves will he that 
women wi|E be given to them who have already 
been the wives of ihsir elders* In such a society 
a man could only giir-a wives to nis soils' sons- and 
to hrs listers 1 sons, thus bringing about the two 
lorms pf marriage^ the existence of which has 
either been demonstrated or inferred in Melanesia, 
vis., marriage with the wife of the mother's brother 
and marriage with the wife of the fa I heir's father. 
Rivers also points out that emss-cmisin marriage 
arose as a modi ficat ion of the marriage will] the 
wife of the mot her's, brother (pp. 5^-6] }. 

Rivers holds that irt all places where we have 
svideoce of the existence of marriage i%ith the 
wives of the father’s father and in Others brother 
its may conclude that the dual organisation with 
matriiineal descent was the older form of social 
organisation and that other forma, such as EoLe- 
mEsrrv. are later, as is also cros&rcausiJi marriage. 
Among: tile DJeri of Australia the dual organisation 
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with mjitrsSinesiS descent and a totem.Ec system 
exist side by side (p. 84}. The 0 j Sans have tra- 
velled beyand this stil£C of CnEture Sni totemlc 
descent is patrilineal and HO trace has been des- 
covered a* yet oT the dual organisation ; but ac- 
cepting the hypothesis of Ri ters tve tnay a-Hume 
that these two mining insiituduns were once 
cLsamcteristEt: of Etse OrSons and farmed the basi^ 
of Drsvidian society, Among the Naj'SFS, it w. ill 
he remembered,, there are mother- right kinship 
^tOUpf which are strictly exCigainOtiS,, 

but the dual organisation is unrecorded* so far aa I 
am aware. The two divisions cf the Tcdas, the 
TeivalSoj and Tartharo], are endogamoua and each 
is divided into a mi enter of tKogamous soph? 
resembling the gttfrar of n caste YY hLTk Rivers,. 
‘'Tilt Todaa", :yed, p. ijy), wlicroas the tw c5Svi- 
sions in a dual organisation are. exogaraous, 

Totem ism is patrilineal and exogiinfoCVS and 
has most of the features of (lie typical totem ism of 
Australia* but d ascent from or relationship with 
the totem does not seem Co occur, to rein badges 
are not employed, and there are no ceremonies in 
connection with the totem, ^fr* Roy tire 

suggestion that the animal sfflgica, which serve as 
the emblems of cerium v i LJii^eS ;it the J&tFfl and to 
which offerings are made, prcbably 'represent the 
totems of the first Or&Otl settlers of the village and 
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were in process uf evolution Ento t^lcm-ddtles 
when further progress in that direction was arrest- 
ed” (pp, 340-341), Every i-MEage, however, has its 
distinctive flag to which similar offerings arc made, 
the (lag appears to have replaced the animal effigy. 
Althougb the tot-ern clan has remained the basis 
flf the social structure of the Qraoni. the Partld 
confederacy haft supplanted the aid toteco-ebri as 
tile iXiUtEcsl unit (p. 344). 

Avery important institution of the -Orions ia 
the bachelors' dormitory concerning which we DOW 
have 3d ecu ate information for the ntst time. tt is 
correctly described os fe! a very archaic form of 
eetHtotiitc, social, and religions organization" (p r 
2i[). According to the tradition nf the Ginons it 
wels 'brought hy their ancestors from their ancient 
home on the Rnhtas plateau to their present bome N 
{p r 513 |. The boys living in the house nre grouped 
into- three age graces, as are also the j^irls En their 
dormitory (p. 2 ( 5 1 b Theoretically the perfect 

freed cm which is allowed between these young 
people does not e^ist between members of the 
same clan, but the practice is very different- 
Marriage, however, between members of the same 
dan-, gviv&t in strictly prohibited, and it is not con- 
sidered deni table fur the boy and girl to belong to 
the same village even though they be members of 
different elans (p, 24.?). Risky f Tribes and 
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Castes oT Bengal”, IE , 189 r, p. 140} points out that 
tli a bachelors 4 cSoimiLory [5 not confined to the 
OrSDns, but is met with among the Juangs, the Hill 
Hhuiyahs of Keonjbur and Ftnnai. and the Jtinmia 
Maghs of the Chittagong hi ill tracts. Ft also 
occurs amonp the TJ u Lidas, but among them it ie 
only in certain localities that .t forms an institution 
exactly like that of the Oraena (“Muncies' 11 , p, 355). 
The bachelors 1 house, is found in Assam acnor^ the 
Abets, An hlagaSj and Mikirs, and OCCDni Spora- 
dically in Indonesia, New Guinea, and Melanesia. 

Renewed attention is new being paid to the 
distribution and signiFeaitce ofiter-e monuments, 
n subject on which my friend Mr. \Y, J, Perry 
is about to publish some interesting eondLSSiGns 
based un bis researches in the Etthno lexical I item 
ture of the Indonesian area, TEie use of stones 
among tile Oraon appears tG be limited Lo the 
folEowing instances; Chpndi. who h represented 
bystor.es (pp. 225, 22 $, 540), is the chief deity of 
the hunting Stage of primitive Oraun culture, who 
through appropriate rites may he made to impart 
sufficient strength to the procreative powers of 
yOuflg jneo to enable them to increase indefinitely 
tbft number of huntsmen in the tribe fp, Z 3 Q 1 . 
Dalton says (Fiat Chanda or Chandi is the god or 
goddess of die chasft and is always invoked prepa- 
ratory to starting on great hunting expeditions. 
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Any rock or stone serves :o represent this deity. 
Stone slabs on which spectators generally occur 
at One end of the Or dancing ground Ip. 

374), which is a circular plot of ground, often a 
circular earthen platform [p. 2S9). The bride and 
bridegroom during the sindardun portion of the 
marriage teremohy stand on curry-stone. Sling- 
stones arc employed (p?. 23§ h and according 
-to tradition the Qraous erected a stems fori when 
on the Kalitas plateau (p. 35 \ 

The Mundis have funeral ceremonies whlco 
closely resemble those of the Qraor.s but they bury 
the ashes under a Urge atone slab supported on 
four small pieces cf stone placed at the four camera 
fTbe Mundas and their Couiitry J? , p. 466). The 
Urge stone stabs may also lie fir. t on the ground 
(I, c.. ? p. jfiyk "The vUlagc-sdraa, or burial ground, 
with the rude stone slabs {satm-iUriko) that guard 
the mortal remains of the ancestors ihw am-hvr#kQ) 
of the village-family, is to this day a favourite 
meeting-ground of the cmce almighty Stanch |" Or 
council of tlie village elders]" { 1. o, p. iss, aod 
cf, plate, p. 40), It is well known that the Kbesss 
*r Assam erect very numerous stone monuments 
of various kinds, including monoliths analogous to 
those oFthe taundas, and It is significant that the 
Murvda (like all the other languages of CboU 
Nagpur, except Orson 1 and Khasi languages 




ihtk.oductjok'h 



KV]J 



belong to the Austric family of languages. The 
most obvious explanation is that the Of3ons have 
borrowed their funeral custom 3, along wilh(in some 
places)* the flat sLune grave-slabs, and the stone 
seats of the ak&ra < L 1. c. t p. 387), from the M Lindas, 
The various hinds of do;meri 9 whicli occur scat- 
tered throughout the Deccan, SO fat as avt know, 
%efO put t-p by Dravidian-speakfng peoples, 
The grave- si ab 5 cf Quota Nagptfr and of the Khasi 
hills,, on Lhe ether hand, arc erected bp Austrrc- 
speaking peoples, 

* In sudi places ibry speak Mitrulari anil fo, -tuv many 
MumtkL-i cuitgrns. In rorne -Oth on vi.lc.gES, however, die 
chamd tranes oF IbE crsniaieil torfse of an Oraon dying 
bet irren [Ilk. Ssrli.il ceremony {in Msvdl-A pi’ll) Ojirl dlt ftE.s! 
iirnus* har-bori Ibooe-di'cv.' Did g Jot: iriruny hi Patra(T]rrcin^cTj 
vwjwn th«y are o&aijifcTir-tt to their fin n3 Ti-sri n£-pl n ce ai the 

jppU'il'ilfri 'K'ja-di' ill i&'.uc Stream Oi Water- etiiinnKJ, arc litTTl- 

por-rily dcp-osiretl in a, small earl hen jug underneath upright 
iicnaerfilalre {called 'puttin'} planted, cue f#r each Hhurt or 
Sep:, rinse to the village site la thcli^t months and in ihe 
rains these stone e- are in a few villages tlaLdbed m-er 

with Mjrpw, R-nd on every suable nficafnn (such as (lie Eal- 
ing of ihelfew upline. Rice in Rhsrici gi uc Eauny uf hrtari 
at the Karam fcELivsli gdcTinsrs q ( fnniS arc made before thes* 
stones, {iencrally, linw-vtr, the empre of an Omon dying 
between the Sect hid and the sunual iiar-hcri ceremony ii?:< 
temporarily hurled in the vilLa^e ‘Mawi 1 , ^nd tJie J Pi!]khi a 
s-tones are ntei-B meuaori*] eIc-yics aeL up by wel t-La-du Ornoos 
in mcnc-Ty of sonic of their tieccpsed old mlJttivos- — S.C.E 
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To in early cultural Stage unquestionably he- 
long the remarkable mag icn-religi oust observance* 
□r the scawns] hunts. TIlC spring hunt is generally 
confined to the lads while resTd tog in the bachelor: ' 
dormitories, whereas lire summer hunt which ls tlii* 
most im portent, is undertaken by tlm men at large ; 
archaic features connected therewith are the tabu 
on metal coins, Strict sexual continence, tabu on 
c^thle domestic animals* and tile behaviour of 
women like men when the men are out hunting 

Cppk 331-2 

Presumably of a later phase is the celt of lota] 
Spirits whose haunts were disturbed durmg the 
process of clearing the jangles. These spirits at 
also certain ancestor-spirits were called j W tHnt-irhxt 
or sept- spirits (p. 1 07). 

The seasonal occupations arc reflected in ap = 
propfiate seasonal dances and siongs. After the 
harvesting of the low-land rice in November and 
December tbo merry season of plenty and com- 
parative leisure from work lit the fields is ushered 
in hy the '^grent marriage' 1 of the dead. This 
ceremony at which the calcined hones are deposit- 
ed in their final nesting place in the 4 kundi l ’ ‘'\s 
continued with the marriage Of the living and is 
ended With the marriage of Nature with God— *of 
Mother Earth herself with the Sun-god 1 ’ (pv 277)- 
Until this union has been celebrated tbeOaon may 
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neither use nor even gather new vegetable foots, 
fruits, or flowers of the season, nor may he manure 
his: fields, [p. 275). A sun-god Is at the head of 
tht panchcort oT most, perhaps all;, the Munda- 
speahmg tribes of Chota Xagpnr, and the Santas 
At ah events in addition to a recognition of tire 
vague supreme sun-god offered human sacrifices 
to ft mountain got!. The cultural relations of 
the various forms of religious belief And practice 
are of considerable importance and deserve cart- 
ful study. 

There are so many Interesting features in the 
ethnography of the Orson ■=■ that it is difficulty 
to Jmoiv which to select for special mention. 
Those- to which reference has been made may be 
taken as samples of the wealth of material provided 
for ethnologists by Mr. Roy. 

Finally * the sections on Later ITEsbory fpp. 

JI I and Economic condition (pp. joking) very 
clearly bring out the great importance of the Study 
of anthropfllogy for administratLvie purposes The 
lot of the Qraons would have been far happier if 
there had been less ignorance concerning the origin 
and history of local lAiid tenure. 

Cambridge, A. C H addon. 
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;0i 

Origin and History. 

The secluded IHateau of CliotJS. Nagpur forma 
one raf the principal ctulies, in India, of aboriginal 
and semi-aboriginal tribes. Among the purely abori- 
ginal tribes of tha Plateau, the Orlons appear tn 
occupy the first tank in Intelligence and social 
prngfcss as they Stand foremost in numerical 
strength. Refbrc they had entered the country , 
they appear to have passed beyond the savage or 
hunter state and the nomadic (ii- herdsman state, 
a_nd reached the settled agricultural stage of serial 
culture. In fact, the Grluns claim the honour 
of having introduced the USC of the rOgntar plough 
into the Choti Nagpur Plateau. Tile topographical 
situation Of the Plateau, rising as St doea to a 
great elevation above the adjoining Districts, from 
which the approach lies through precipitous 
forestrcnvored hilUpasses or gh3.ts, has, however, 
helped its the preservation amongst tbJ* "people, of 
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]£iany a 'survival 1 ol the hunting and pastoral 
Stages' of culture, And even tllfiir rel Tgaoms and 
soeEo- religious usages and ccncmon ics connected 
with agriculture arc the outcome of a very early 
stage Of development. 

i POPULATION, 

or the various, castes and tribes inhabiting ;be 
CliOla Nagpur PlHtea.ii, the Gr&OilL, 
Numtev, as we ^ ave aft Lllfc most nu- 

merous, They are indeed a very pro’i^C oeopl C- fn 
one decade {i^Ol- J$l I), there number appears to 
Lave increased by over 2j fey ctift. At tbc 
census of ipoi, the total number of Or 3 ore was 
6 14.50 1. AL the census of rgrT j the total number 
uf Orion in-CiEdiug Christian converts^ was 
found to be 864^52, Of Che non -Christ i a it 
Oraonsj 373,095 were males and 378,2^ E females, 
As many as ffJMM Qr&one returned them- 
selves as Hindus,, whereas 594,569 wore entered as 
pure AnEnristi Christian Or 3 ons number 1 13 , 7^5 
j'n the Province of liihar and Oris;^, Of tEie^e 0 raon 
converts, £#, 647 live tn the Ranchi district (Cbflta 
Nagpur Plateau), 7^40 in the Palimau district of 
Ch 3 : 5 L Nippur, 444 in the SingbliCLm district of 
Cti&ts. Nagpur, 16,251 in the Orissa State?, In 
the Darieeiing district, there were 135 Christian 
Qraons in ! 9 T I.* 

* F-pr Appcr.rfij!. 
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The Oraona now Living m Bengal and As^m, 
at also the majority of these now living in I hi; 
BMgaiplf Division nf Bihar are icnnvigrants, 
principally from the Chota Njgpor Plateau. They 
went as. labourers- to those parts* where many of 
Ihem have T1GW settled down. 

ii Tribal Names. 

The OtBons m their own Language call thftm.- 

aeJvnA K^rnlsLs. The curigin of 

KuTiifcli. th [ 5 national name of the Orions 

is sometimes traced to one of their mythical 
hero-kings cmUcd Kazakh. To this personage 
tradition ascribes the origin of the andfcnt name 
Kio iR-de£ . which roughly co m pr: set I what is now the 
district of ShShflbBd,— i a former home of the Orsons. 
Dr, Francis BucLiman* (after wards Buchanan 
Hamilton) tells U 9 ,— 0 ' Another Da%at named 

Kazakh, of those remote times, i^ ssid to have 
had possession of the country between the 
San sod Karsnanosa, which was theft called 
Kamkh-Des. Hew tracts, however remain 
of this personage, and sometime afterwards a new 

+ gtuttr* Vol. I, 4P5. Dr- fluduawnls 

iwas prepared bcta'c^ fho years ]Su 7 and [&c5, under the 
isidtrs of the Government of India, and edited hrMorteomcrr 
MarLixi (Lui.Jun rSjS)- 

t 'DaityR 1 is a generic -name gppLiefl to Itie "nnrharic 
aboriginal?- 
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Kikatj* tv A3 applied to *[ie Country, It 
Es by many alleged that the whotr ofKikata, m more 
modern tinner took the name of MagadliFt, from the 
Mags, ivlio settled to Its eastern ports. 'r 

Although the name of the country as Kaf4ktl- 
rf sS is now lost, the memory of their palmy days 
under their ancient king Kazakh rvss; not perhaps, 
forgotten l>y the Orient when they entered Chdtl 
NSgpttr. The name KSfukh, ivas probably derived 
originally from iome UOw obsolete Dravidiap 
rcotj meaning, 'min', nod Et may well have 
been given to the mythical king Karakh just 
m the same way as the name Adam was 
given to the Hebrew progenitor of mankind.^ 

w The TSmtt 'Kliata* in bfl*T¥¥F found Even □ the 

veda. 

t Thu identification uf liis Kflfulib! witli ike Karr.? 
peApje vf&s alio sa^geiled. by Rev, F. A. Qriunurd in the 
Aotfir&pos Vnl. tv, (Jyviif Bid it is filfrhn.il t to ajtee with 
FaLter Crignard in bis ider.tifieatLOD of the 'KmOklis ‘ with 
the ‘RakfMns cJ iarnfikTit literature. The Eakpjsas in the 

Ep'-Cij ar^C desenbed at a TErnt-in.bLy Lab iiee, whereas the 

Qiicia’s etature is below the average, Mornotfer, in Orton 
foltdore, and even in Eh-sir itury tif tfit sjtnTsiK r>f ill i: hiim.'.n 
nee arid Crt Lhi k&fiiS f Appzrldix ), we hear of th-ta 

Rah^taaa as tieii’ enemies. 

5 I am far 1 Hif tugifcstitHi to Mr, E- A. Gn-t. 

EomiHTe the niirdr 'Ha Cm 1 given to tiic Hindu progenitor of 
mankind 

i Tt Er^'t be nottd Eba; Ebrkai (now a village on iheTafii- 
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33 at ibe term, lias also el dose rcsemhlaim to 
tha Sash^Jtrit root v£Vj, to plough. The Or&ons 
usually transform the nasal 3 (^) sound of Other 
tongues into the kh, sound of their awn Whether 
the name of king KafGj&i and his country Kaplkh.- 
dc£ had a SariiJkritjc origin or not, the reSortibUpce 
of tlia name with Krsah or ploughman (from 

&r$, to plough), was- too obvious to he ignored. And 
this similarity of names may riot improbably have 
helped the Orion s in their adoption or retention of 
the name KCpuklL When, Centuries ago, they enter" 
ed the rJhoLt Nagpur Plateau, tflSsre tribesmen of 
ancient King Karajft, and kinsmen of the Chnirese 
Of the atndtnt P^ndya kingdom of Karkai. found 
the country occupied by tribes ruder than them- 
selves, Most of those tribes, su-cb ns t he Kopw-Is 
and the Birh&fS hid till then been either hunters 
or herdsmen ; and even those tribes, such as the 

hrapami river ta Tinnevelly] vai, Lpn^ before the Christian 
Ik-IL, Ltae name gf the capital EOvti* Of tkn Faniya kingdom 
Of lLiG CariiaLit (Karnrt:a Tvuch is, property Epeaiipg, trie 
land of toe Kiinarese. And ICanatese or Canirfisc., yi'n arc 
told, is doatly i elated tv tlic Oriftn 4jr KC-yfl'hh turi^jc. Vide 
£ncprlffixt£ut Jfcidsntin (inh E^n,) Voi, V, p, j&i,, ujd 
Vincent Smith's E^rij ffii&ry of Iitdt fa <3i;i Biln, IQci^ 
Claredon Press, O-sford) 173, 

* Tiit (*r) sound md the nasal f sotusda are Lutcr^ 
changeable, and 'ICc.-i5.ri' or 'Khsar/ cs easily Lransfnrncd 
to 'KrltliaP or ‘Kiflysa^ ( = Ojlona) 
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Mitndfis, who had fallen to agriculture,. as yet 
employed but a very rudimentary method of 
tESlirg the sod, perhaps with a pointed stick. Some 
of them indeed are. to Ltiis day, partial En tie 
jfiumitig- or d£ha system of tijla^c* 

No wonder, therefore, that the OrSocs on tEieir 
arrival smo-Tlgst such peoples should have prided 
themselves an their superior equipment for the race 
ofltfs, as also on their tradition of former rule in 
the Karima Country and Spurned or emphasised 
the distinguishing tribal name of the ^KOrufchar, — 
or f lvtlfukh',t & name which, as we have Gtttij had 
historic associations fnr thorn. They had slirj before 
tiltm a historic precedent far such an assum;jtion,by 
a whale people, of the proud name: of the 'plough, 
men'. For. even so, from the Vedio period otv 
ward?, dir! the invading Aryans call themselves 
tillers, Krsfayz-h, (plural of £risti)% in conira- 
diilmetJon to the then noni-oultivfitirtg natives of 
the snii r AnH aim [(arty did the Indian Aryans 
apply the name of ’Yavana Khs 1 to their own culti- 
vating kinsmen, the Iranians, whom they had left 
behind them in what is now feraia. As Messrs. 
Macdonald and Keith sherry, from the Rigveda 
onwards, terms (such, as krst&ya, and c&rxawya) 

■* Dalton f s Eshtta'i-gy &f Btngai v ( ES72J , -sM, 

t KAfkiiar lx the plural fi-nm nF ' KStfljafi/ an Oirlun. 

I Kok«» ;ltjJ tCtith's Vtfiic /it-tfcxj. i£j. 
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meirttng ■ploughmen' ane employed to deaubs 
people , snrf used interchangeably with aoch words 
as L janEh 5 (people) and ‘manner (men),* And 
the 'five peoples 1 described in die Vedas, Olc 
T drifbtnanas, and the Sadbhitas, variously as die pattia 
hfslaysS pfiiica Jj-jy-vi, paHca earsayp^ pancn 
jsnsh, and p&nca m aausaA } have been taken by 
old Hindu commentators Like Say el.™ to refer to 
the ]ul]t Aryan castes and the \iHLda rton-Aiyatliti 
It may he noted that the KEpukhs of the 
Sarangarh tributary state in Qnssa are now partly 
ItTinwn as DhangafS and partly as Xi?ar:.s (literally, 
cjltivAtnrs) ; and the tatter name fs also applied to 
the Oriona in certain other localities, such as in 
parts of the Sanihal pur Distriih xs wsl] as an the 
Ttamra, ltsirkhol, and Pal - Lahera States in Orissa. !j 
Thus, then,. -t may appear probable that theOrSona 
uf ChfitaWagpiir tama to call them Sol ves thaltHpifck? 
in the doable sense of the tribesmen of the tradi- 
tional hero-king Ka^fe^ and also in the jense of 
a tribe q{ agricuitu ristft, — Kriijtin or KflrJdhar.li 
t lh , 3 Si . 

t Tbi y. £i) Edcirui eominff ift&r r(=f) la jjaiieraUy tmnt- 
fcunicci jat> the 't' surinH in Sanskrit. 

3 M fled flan el md Keith's l>eJic ffldtx gf PfiUtSS rlifif 
Su&jitb, Vbf I, lii ft {John Murray, Lor.dan, lgr^, 

§ Gnirsun,. Ijnptiiilis £wuzy nf IV, 4^0, 4^6 3 

Binyal Ctmas jfa/, t^II, pt 1. 3^4, 

■j KiHkL&r ui EHfiiliJjsii is ti c plbrsil form qf an 
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.Although agriculture is new the normal fsccu- 
K1 „ , option of the OrAo-ns of ChStS 

Ksgpur, oesdy people of the tribe 
occasionally wnrlt for Other people Cnl tfSges. Or- 



dinarily, it is unmarried youn^ men whose service?, 
as labourers are thus available. Anri an unmarried 
Orion LS called 'jonkh 1 in the OrAotl language, and 
'DEiAngar' in local Hindu" Thus* both the wands 
'dhingar' Slid r j$nktl’ gradually came to acquire 



OiSon. Odicr dnivarliooB that hav= beeo or may be s-JggtBr- 
p.rv t-T« CbCLiiviTVE : — C±>Cd-- Da3tOU 1 & informant vrtwli dtp™ 
Lhfi natlLQ. fioin KemJtajr #hi-:h, accord in/ LO bis i nfr-l rr.ar.t was 
(liE cmcLe u( tha ra«,— t>altuu's Eifwtfpgj, -4!- (2) Re*. 

Dr. F l Hahn is *f epLr.itm that the ward KfliiMi may br 
identified with the KaJadan Aem, m^n, cm may be derived 
fmm ili it Dravidtaa-Scytliiau wostd ‘A'vruk , 1 1 cry-er; 
Evnthh Grammar, Imcrod. {3) Dr. GrkrEun suggests 
thong h. doubtfully, that then nine [CEiokb. may br- connected 
■with Jjniviituin. Kam£u t an wglt, and ha the aaiac 
of a uateaiisdc cbm. Lrrtgtiij'iic Su rue? Vol- J"V, 411ft. 
{4) It may be tuned that fl) if. the Onatiu. language., iC^ret- 
jgwitroab gurug) ciEzais La cnzU^c, tyfenrr- infnsa heJd)j and 
Kurgit or Kur^i means a 'fencing' or 'enclose o' and 
ir.ay noi n up ratably have some connection w;th the name 
'kaHtlsh'i (iil Kftriaj :n Qraon, rarttps 'tn beat; and 'Xvftur Lr. 
Vine nhn tMats r qjid (sri} m Samskrit 'KiLsna' (hkrk) and 
"Kisao.-twALh 1 (black-sklnned;. olc cpEL-bets frequently applied 
to Che IMS’.- Aryan aba-rig main by th^ saily Aryan imncigiidts 
into ind-isc 

► The*, the djErmiicuy for bachelors i rt O.flou villages is 
called a Jojikk- /ir/iij, ar.cl also a Dhangtir'&tiiti, 
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EliS secondary sjgr.ificaiion df labourers or servants. 
As such Otaosa labourers were ahnosE the only 
people -of the tribe with whom forelgnerE first catne 
in contact* the name DliSagaf came to be applied 
tat he tribe as a whole. In the early notices of Chnta 
Nagpur by Ewwpean writers we generally find the 
tribe called by that name. Thus. Walter Hamilton 
in his L De6tripti*n cfllindostait 1 (iBaa), wriltSj 
N Tfie Kbetaur , the Kocri, and the Dhanggar, arc 
atjil the principal inhabitants of Chota Nagpur. 
Tlie Dbanggar are still Impure, as probably un- 
converted Mlcchchas. 1 '+ Aijain, in his ‘East India 
Gazetteer,-)- under the heading ‘Chotv Nagpur’ 
the same writer says,— :l Th = Dhang^ar ire Stilt 
unconverted Mlechcfrasor barbarian*. ThU territory 
contains a Eaigc population o{ Cuie and Lurka. CoIcl' 1 
A more recent witter, Col. Dalton^ obser^s, “The 
Kurukli or OruOnS of Cbota Nagpur are the people 
best known in many parts of India as 'Dbangara'." 
Byt it 3a not only tlie Chdta Na^r Orton who 
is called by that name, but hid fcl!ow~tri Ucamcn 

+ A SiatilttLtjJ, arrf ffitftiVi&L HiS&fyfim 

a/ VaL i,p. sS 8 [Ltindon, Jolm ^lotvay t nB-e]. 

t £i tfi isaziiiiir { HI <t thn. Lftndn-, l-SciS) Vil. I, 

415, 4 I& 

x Adsffl&cv Of -Benial {187s J p, 143. Cgl. Dalton derives 
the nn:nc fiurn 'dang' or tth nngV * uilt f tad takes the or me 
to mean a *hih-maii. J It may be noted, however, that in thr 
'ifharijf Qjeau-i 'sense/ 
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living in parts of the Sbahibad, ChSmparan, and 
BhSgalpdr districts of Bitter, and in same of the 
Tributary states of Orissa, arc also called DlUki^arSj 
and their language, which is the same as KflrukL, 
is described as Dhangarl,* 

In the Orissa States^ although they are some- 
times called (Uhingars) by their neighbours, the 
0 rSorts describe themselves as 'Kisa^s 1 , cultivators, 
or 'KiipJs’j diggers; they are also known as 'DhSLn- 
gar-kodLs,’! 

A number of Or&Dii.s now living in the eastern 
rtarts of the Ranchi district a.nd :'n tile adjoining 
district of Minbhnrn are known as Mfldi-S and 
sometimes as Kfifaa, The name Madi^ like the 
nsme Kbpi* — has reference to their skill in working 
in earth such ;>$■ raising cm ban kmeii ts,^ u d -Xfal [£,£/£„ 
In ibis way, different occupations followed by 
the Or ions sn different localities have secured them 
from their neighbours different names, and have 
in some cases created and, in others, as in the 
case of the Mod is, are on the way to creating 
different subsections of the same tribe amotigsl: 
whom intermarriage is no Eonger permitted. 

Their traditions as well as philological and 
cultural evidences show that 
tile Oraona of Chtfta Mlgpur and 

* Glisuaim, JJngaiftic Sbl n^ t IV. 4 Id, 
t Census Sfficrf, Btrigah Mika? am OfitJa, 1QI | , p,. 3Q * 
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the Jtfa-kr of the RsjrciahaL Hills are two divisions 
of what was ancq i single tribe, Wtdlft the Clr&ons 
still formed ane tribe with the ancestors of the 
Mjlcr and the Mai Piharr&ss of the Ra'maha] 
Hills, iififi all lived together in the r£ar$§-defi and 
followed the same occupation, the name by which 
the whole tribe was known would appear to 
have been the Mali , — another name meaning 
‘mar-L .* In his fndi&a, ihe Greek historian Mefjas- 
thedcs {area, 300 il.C.) givea the following account 
of the peoples Occupying the egyntry 'from the sea- 
board CO the south-east up to the Ganges' which 
separates the present Sb 3 foSbad and Patnt 
districts from ftortli Bihar. "The tribes called 
CaEingac are n safest the Sea, and higher Up are the 
Mandti and the Malli in whose country is Mount 
M alius, the boundary of all that district being the 
Gfittye:s."f This Mai Li tribe of Mfgasthens 
probably included the: ancestors of the present 
Malfe of the llajinahiii hilig and those of the 
Oraons of Chart tfSffplr. Ac the present 

+ Dalton's EifiHolajy, p. Ju Gitton, [hi wued 

'hiuI' ntiw in^ans a wrenlet . fiKktcr. lit™; jind i ce plui-al fnO:n 
-5 lunlar 1 ‘Ml" ctcajis ‘man ; End its pinjal fortti is ‘ikr* 
^iuc-l). Dr. Crentyii would derive ibe niiiie ft- pm efac 
CDmmcu Dxe.iEc.krt, ma!a t oiDuntai ru 

+ Ancient Indis x gj dzaribtit by teigastiwtitF &nR Afian t 
W- M cCrtcdle pp, ] 34- 1 35, ^Tjubaeri C&- Lnnd&n, 1 877) 
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d-ay, this name is retained only by the 
branch of the tribe, that migrated to the Rljmaltal 
HiUi 'All other tribes tltey call GaJer 1 .^ Gafer 
ib apparently the plural form of GaL Whether 
this name ^Gal’ is & variant of the term K$l or not, 
the Hindu neighbours of the remnant of the tribe 
that WAS left behind m Bih£r appear to have 
applied the name of 4 Knl J to the whale tribe, as 
also tu people of the Mundi ritcc* And this name, 
tvllich appears to have o, [gmaily meant sunply 
'man', as the name -Maid" means to this day, gra- 
dually acquired the opprobrious signification of 
■pigs' or ■pig-eatefs'.+ And at this day it is not 
only the remnant of the KSfukh tribe still linger- 
ing in or aEraUt their aid home rrt Rolitasgarb 
and elsewhere tn Bihar but even, the Chnta 

Naguor Oi^on? who arc not Infrequently Called 
‘KOiSr 

But if the name r Kol' was applied lnd i scrim in- 
■Itely by their later Hindu ndgh- 
<5 ™“‘ hours to the KOfufthlt as well 

as to their neighbours of the Munda race, 
a more distinctive name soon canto to be presented 
to the former by the imaginative Hindu. When 
the Hindu immigrants into- ChoLi b’Sgpur to'jnd 

* En Budisimai'* ’Eas«rjt India, 3 Ii,Tag (Londan, L&38) 

I CL the enprtEsitn* ‘Zsti-fa'tiitkBiatigfirta.V, slayers of 
pi g± r in Ckaxdi^ 1. 5 
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themselves in the midgt a f a largo array of abori- 
ginal tribes and p veritable babel of tongues, 
amongst which their unpractised eyes and ears 
could detect little or no d iterance, the one circum- 
tanoe about the K^uifts that no people living 
amongst them Conid long Overlook W22 the rapidity 
with which they multiplied,* 

The ,H:ridn ,| g imagination found in Hindu Irgcn- 
dary lore what it considered a fitting ] r licnessi, 
and naturally compared these KEfukh,a to the 
progeny of the legendary monster-king' R&wana 
Of Ram^yana fame.f In r, popular tradition rep re- 
sen ts king RSwarja as having been blessed with 
one-hnn deed -thousand sons and one-hundred-and- 
twenty-fivD-tiwiJsand grandsons, A n d the Kn rnkhs- 
with what appsared to tEie Hindu their moastrou sly 
impure habits, £lni.l their extraordinary prolifkitess 

* The Cfmkt Frpifrt nf <511 m ano decade 

tiia OriicmK Lave Lnacasod by 2j ftr etui. 

t Rct, Pi, F. llii'kn (ifuru^ Ciemr’s^ IntrwtwctioBj 
unices [a bolding dial die name Orton was esioed by file 
Hitiovs ; buttie supposes that its base is iirgpf'tf, ba-wk 
■wb .oh is tbo uamooFa tutemistie sept of the OiOoiii. .Ur. 
Grierson compare? tbe me eu e ■hitb Kttfkiufi Ufopi tt, man. 
Burgund:, straps. edsji, Uratnf, men, and g^es on w observe 
'tha Hindus say that tbo woni ijroan Ls, supply the Sndo- 
Ary - 311 IMj i^dUtrilb ch* immn, being an alJunrai to t&* 
alleged thriftless character of the people m Tvhosr, it k 

aeHiid ' 
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came to be taller!, as they are often called to this 
day, R few i fiS/ or the progeny of Havana.- The 
name Rowaiti pronounced, as some people do, 
with an arrested 'O' sound at the tKgtrtning gave us 
the present farjn'O-rAwati' or Orion. It u worthy 
of note that the Grlons, as I have already said, 
never use this name in their own tongue, but 
always caLl themselves the jbLtlfukks. 

Jf tbenamo Oiaon was coticelwad in contempt 
bv those who coined it, the Orsons of our genera- 
tion tell a story? more CODIplirneitUry to themselves 
by which they seek to account fur the name. 
Lon g —Long — n%o, -a Mflni or ascetic, so 
runs the Onion story, sat absorbed In divine con- 
templation in the heart uf a dense forest. Day after 
day, month after munch, and year after year, the 
ascetic remained seated in Lhe same posture on the 
self-same spot, without food, drink, or sleep, till 
at length his body get rooted to the ground, and 
was covered over with an ant-hill Round the ant- 
hill grew up a thorny deeper, a l&ltg thorn from 

* 'Hiis derivation -of tbt name Oilot was given me by more 
than oik tJrfkiiL. My informants were ill illiterate people and 
dity i<jld me that their Kindis ueigtbimra begun by callintE 
tliaiiL 'Rawna-puC , 3 and EIkrcg finally the rume Qfdon 
came to he applied to rhenL But my Informants did not 
lintm 1 tl c icfercr-cfc Col Dalton {Etinvtvgy, 145) explain* 
the Siime as a uiduiezr e to ttiecr. pUSSlhly with 

reference to their many migrations and pianeuasa to cm 
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Which Actually entered hip chest, At length it so 
happened that a tfMd-C Utter who had been to the 
jurigle to cut wend, mistook the ascetic for the 
ant-hill -covered stump of a | rse, And against 
this supposed Stump he struck the hutt-etid 
of bJ5 a.x.e to shake off the ant-hslL, tfut to his 
astonishment, Lhe wood-cutter Soon discovered 
it was a living man. The ascetic, thus rudely 
disturbed in his mfoditilians, got up un his le^t\ 
As he stood up* the thorn sticking into his chest 
got broken, and blood b;gan taoDjeout of hiR 
chest. The ascetic, not wilting fc& allow a drop of his 
own blood to slain Mother^Earth, took all the blood 
in the folded palms of his hands. As, how- 
ever, ho had now to satisfy a call of nat jre, lie put 
the blood in a cup Improvised for the purpose out 
of ± Kvrkvta leaf, Slid placed the cup in 
a shady place close by. When the ascetic was. 
a.bout to leave the places out of the blood there 
came into life a boy and a girl {called in the story 
Bh y ;-lA ytn or brother-sister]. Ard they called 
out lo the ascetic and said, ^Stop, pray, stop, it is 
you who brought US into the world. And now if 
you leave US here, what shall wo d 0 to get a living? 1 ' 
The ascetic replied, JE You shall he cultivators. 
Clear this jangle, arid make agriculture your occu- 
pation, Year granary will be full of grains, And 
when ceoplc nf different castes will approach you 
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for alms, give a handful of grain to every appli- 
cant" Thus, then, the BA&M&lym. the fir&t 
parents of the OrSons, having been born of the 
blood of the chest (Sa^fcti t, Ur as or Ur) of the holy 
ascetic, their descendants came ta he known as 
Jfyfggrt Tkikurs or Ur&Mia.* And in thase o.cten 
days they were quite as respectable as the Brflh.^ 
mans, and wore the sacred thread, When, later, 
the Oraons fell from their high state, and began to 
eat Indiscriminately whale* er food, clean or un- 
clean, that came to hand, they forfeited their 
daim to the flame of l.'r&gon Th&kArSj and 
came to be called simply Or.;&m? The point 

4 tDm-prK the suppisrd orig in of LEi» 'lour main nuies* 
rif the Hindus from the different Jinhs nf BrainM, [h* 
Creator. 

* This story has r significant similarity with that 
in the RsunSyaita (Uttar* kinds, XL1I, 7—“) concerning 
Lire mi gin of Sagriva, tins *n£ Icadc? of she Viaftti 
{monkey) folioweni of Him Chandra, Ar.d apirtatJ to cenflun 
lIic Mggesliop ire Jii^e made in the following section a* to 
tlLt UraflOJ JlAving fanned part of the minikey litiM of 
EanJachandra, The legend as jfvent b the RimSyana is 
as Folk?wa - While Bjamlifi, the grandfather of Lhe buiDan 
lice, wa* sealed on Mourn Meri, rapt In concern piation, 
a drtip of tear felS from udc of his eyes. Bomb! helrl dm 
rfrtp cf tsar ;u the palm of his baatl rni-J S*St&cared his 
body with Lh AjeMWI :aa a panicle of tmr came ir. i-inniAct 
wiLh the earth, coil of ihc particle there- raroe into Life a 
motitcy with long hsur fil*= th*t& of a tear. This Sn&r- 
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oF tin* stosfy, again, h their renowned an. 
OS 5 try p and theii hanaiirshle: occu patioil of 

agriculture. 

iLL, ORIGIN AND JVUc RATIONS, 

For the racial and linguistic: affinities as wsl] as 
irfI for the origin of the QrSons. the 

Student has to EqoI: to Southern 
5 nrLjfi, The traditions of the peuplc point tc the 
Deccan as their original liocne; Philologists trace 
3 . connection between Jtlrukh and the Tacnliliar. 
languages Of Southern India, the Mai to, KuE Of 
K liond and Gondi of Northern India, and the 
Brahiii of Belli thifrtanJ" All Cheac languages 

Like monkey fMe.iij; !::■■ ljutj 5m;L|fii :q a puol of water, 
mistook the image fa* an ertmy and jumped iato Lite water cu 
[.imuili Idna a:itl linaLly eiMi-gecS £ru:ri Ei:t water Uaitatui-rned 
into a female ninnbey. Sue was LinptcjiJiaLcd siKcassivnlj 
by India, the -chief of besreiily spirits, and b>- lIlb Sun 
(thOrr semen railing un her bead], And. Jive Oirth. tespcctively 
CC S ii Sj.ri vii und j> ; l . 

* The Tarnulian laa jisagcs sre Tttailj itaJayalarrt, 
Kao»Ttp5 r aad Ttlugu togeLhei with such minor dcateels wi 
iCotcgci, I'liU, Tads, and Kota- THr IstKaL nutbicitiLtivc 
itpinldLi classifies tbe UravLdiiui family of languages into Lyvd 
ground called respectively tbe /Jr&t’tzfa and the Andhra 
with a ckinl group intermediate fcelween them. Tbe And&fa 
group, spoken h y 34 mill Inns, eg. uprise^ Teiugu. riandh or 
Kui and KoSacni- The intermediate , group (15 milllnn 
speakers! occurs apotadieaUy in line Central Provinces,, and 
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wtfc first classed together by Bis-h op Caldwell* 
under the generic name of DrauidiarL, the adj ecti w 
el farm of Drauidtti TamiL And the 

name has since been extended to these and other 
peoples in an ethnological tense, and have gained 
currency as Midi. Hut, although language in itself 
W no test of race, yet iit the case of the peoples 
named above, With the exception of th-C RrSbin, 
race and language appear to coincide. The 
OrSons, ai any ratCf appear to be both 
linguistically and ethnologicaEly a Qrainriian 
tribe. Although marc than one theory f 
has teen propounded by eminent anthropologists 

Berar, and. the east of the Hyderabad Scare The D raid da 
group, with a total of 3 ? million sptHlrefr^j includes TamiS 
(ifl'i raLUions) Ifanarei* (cot m. Ilians), MaLayalRm (fi 3 
railliem*), and Tain (a& millions). Et n-lsft mduiles icvera] 
^□tlyiag languages! the chief nf which it* Eupifkb (o'K 
irilMtinn) in the Chula N£gpui p! uteri . I spoken by ih« 
Otjtini, who have t rndi ti-ona nf kttv gTiticyn from the 
peninsula., ar<H 1 Irabu. fls^i '.ban era r: idiom) iu JSduchiiV/th., 
Tvhnse eaisLence in that distant spot i s cm e of Th c greatest 
riddles rtf 1 ndilii ph holog y. r ' Cenidi Reft, of India. 
Tan 1. -gjj-Gi 

1 Ufa-vidian id ramMar, p. 4 ft 1 . 

f For a summst y -of dbes^uthepries, »ee ‘rhuruLurru 
Oj-tH-i emd Trite? of Smthtm Indio- (’J.adjjb, 1 %<*}), fniro- 
duebem, StlX-XXXTl. Set alfn (ht Introduction by Mi. 
F. A. Caitj i it S. tb ft-Dy's Afundizs and ihi.tr {iquntry 
fThacfemr Sptnk and, Cfti, CakolLt, iqn), 
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an ft philologists to Connect (he Indian 
DravEdlans linguistically and ethnological!/ 
with races outside Jndia, no convincing reason & 
have £0 far been adduced to show that they cacr^e 
to India from oqtaitfe and were not rtil autneh- 
thones of the peninsula. .Nor da the traditiona 
of the DiavddUns appear to mention any 
country outside India w having ever been their 
Sioxne." 

Their own traditionary legend as to the origin 

tnicVanraier ° r tlie cribG CDtf ?lsd with the 
tbt Rumayjui™, accDmil of the Var.aras contained 

and the U:a.DHa. J . L , . , 

m the ancient Sajfaslcnt eijit, the 
RimS-yana, would lead one to supple that the 
Oraons formed pert of Ihe-Vanara army Lhat helped 
the Aryan hero Rimchandra in defeating the non- 
Aryan king Riwana dCLanki* whose dominions 
probably included part of Southern India. In the 
long tLory; of the genesis of man and Lhe spirits 
recited by tile Orion s at their periodical Darjd3- 
katta or ceremony, of ‘cutting the [evil] tccth h r Rama 
L3 spoken of as their 'grand-father', his wife Sica, as 
their 'grand -mother 1 , and his monkey-genend 
Haniiman. as their ’unde". Hantiman, as we 

* Except [halt one- soJiUry legrr.ii uf the Gn^t speaks 
es their having been to L MflccaO.-! et): □*,' in ibc- -c.ruiiie *f 
tlmiir rnigTatiojis, Vilfs Appendix, 
t Y 5 [l* Appendix, 
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learn from the epic, became a devoted fol- 
lower of ft S mchandra whom lie came to regard 
3& God personified. And ill some vcraioris OE the 
Orion legend we find the name RSrna Ll-Sed interch- 
angeably with DharmeS (G<kI] Himself] and 
Silh also called Pifrwti, and described as the wife 
of DharrcitH, In the Mm&yana, the Vanaras are 
described as a dusky ‘cloud-coloured' people 
{Kiskindhya X* Jfvii, t ■ xdi, I), with large 

teeth (ib, jtKii, 2+; srKvi,, 4), and tlieif men and 
women are represented as addicted to drirtk (Lb, 
xxxiii, 33ff; xttKvii^ijJhand as taking: a great delight 
in sinking to the SO IJ 11 cl of the mridang# or m f tidal 
(ib, ixvii, ayff), AIL these characteristics are to 
he met with in die OrSons of ChdtS-NSjgpurj, In 
enmm.DLL, indeed, With many other DnvMiafl 
Jungle-tribes ; end dancing and singing to the 
sound of the ixlndal is still n favourite amusement 
with Orion men and women, ?-S with several other 
jungle tribes. It does net however, appear to be 
without significance that whereas ancient SaiuJ-hrit 
writers describe Other aboriginal peoples in general 
terms, as ^rohberF. 1 , r monaters r , and ‘goblins’ and! s- 
criminateiy, certain Dravidim hEilrncn with whom 
the Aryan hero Ram Chandra lived long on very 
intimate terms, should be described in particular 
as 'monkeys', and that different sections Of them 
should be always specifically described as brlong- 
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mg to different species of naonVieys,. tuch as Cite 
long-haired bear-Ukr monkeys {Rtksa*va?tara), the 
common men key [VanOra) mid a kind of ape with 
iail.n like those of ccivh ( nguta ),* 

As wc have saidj these different sections of 
VftnstfM are never oanfou tided , one with the other, 
in the epic, and each section Ls represented as 
having its own .leaders and generals who are sjieci- 
ficaliy named. St docs non appear at all probable 
that the Aryan king R&ma Chandra, who is 
invariably represented as a model: of wisdom, 
discretion, righteousness, ['ium.rn sympathy, and 
charity should call his own trusty friends and 
faithful followers by any epithets of contempt ; 
and the names of monkey a and bears, would, 
ordinarily appear to be contemptuous epithets 
when applied lu irien, A* a matter of lhct r we find 
that Rama Chan-dra while calling them ‘Vanaraa,’ 
always addresses them in very cordial, compli- 
mentary, and grateful terms, as 'friends, brethren, 
and limbs of my ow n hody ! (^SvAjadouig llml-a tstaseha 
sar iram bhr&iarastath^ The Aryan here must 
therefore have Iliad good r&SEOdis for calling his 
trusty friends and helpers 'men keys' and 'hears [ > 
these names must have really belonged to them 
in some particular sen 56 , There are jjsssages in 
the Ram Siy ana which go be show that tiiese 
V>dc, Ramayans, JCXXIV, _.| 
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VaLtara gotdiers actually took pride in their 
name of ■V&naras , , + It is again significant that 
whereas III Speaking of other aborighiai tribes 
ancient Sanskrit writers hurt any number of 
contemptuous epithets at them, it is different in 
the case of these Vinaris : We hear them spoken 
of as 'amiable-looking' ifinya-darsnna) gmd 
fc] laws t What, then, could have been the reason 
for calling them 'monkey s'? The reason ™ms to 
5;e that monkey was the tribal totem <X the Leading 
section of Dm rid Ian lull-men who formed 
Chandra's aboriginal army. Even to this day, there 
HTC monkey-totems amongst the Organs of CliStS 
USgpur, There are Orsons of the Hafuman 
(bsihoraiJ^Dfrfl (totemfo sept) and che Gari (common 
monkey} gvim, who have each a species of the 
monkey For their totem, and who abstain from 
killing or injuring or even domesticating a monkeyL 
The further fact that the flesh of the monkey 
is tabu to ail (Mans, irrespective of their sept- 
totem, although they eat the flesh of almost every 
Otlier animal, large or small, would seem CO support 
the suggestion that 'VS tiara 1 or monkey was, 

* Sk Kinja^ana, KitkindAys frsndtt X XV I, -Tn ; XV, id 
f Ih TYY I1T, Q-, Uiliou writes, "the (7r*jn youiliE, though 
wiiSi feaMies rer y kr tom brinf; in accDfoanc-- mth ^tuEuLes 
of beiuty, i» af a singularly tiJeasiDp class, their facts 
twinning wLtln auim&Jtmn and filed humour.— Et&miogy 349, 
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once the tribal totem of the Qraopg, and the totem 
was derived from the mother's side,, descent being 
matriliiK&l in those days and paternity imper- 
fectly qr.de ritood, Recently we were told by 
a:i Oraost of the FalJlmau district that fit a vidage 
there, nnt long ago h monkeys used to eat up the 
gram-crop standing on an Oraon culti- 
vator's field. The cultivator, Ivlin d:d not belong 
to any subdivision of the iBunfc ry sept, at length 
caught * rildnkey in his, net and beat It to death. 
Within a short time after this, most of the 
members Of the man*?, family h append to die, one 
alter another. All the OrionS oT thfi locality attri- 
buted this nq iafoitu tie to the Sacrilege of having 
killed a monkey.* 

Thus, then, It is not Unreasonable to Conclude 
that tlye forefather* of the Or&OfiS liad the monkey 
for their tribal totem, and formed part of the 
aboriginal army of the Aryan hero of the R9,ma- 

“ As unay he suppled. the prt&ens da*- Orton 5 when 
BllRd fur She origin el ikia tabu, cnunot any 

explanation; and, thn*g who ittempr aj:y onty 

staEfi sJi^ir own. inferences. TTrJ.s, 1 given by aa OtJLort 
the axplinatUm ;5ia.t it u-^s becnos'C the isonkay niwajs 
maktii sainm.; (bowing salutation} and leaks tsiCrflaiitigiy 
when a mar, approach*:* the animal, iliBjf it is am LD-tMateLl 
or killed. Another explanation E hake beard is that aj LI ala- 
Tuan Lhtr Ac^heiv of Gcxf, a rcicoikiy is not la be killed 
nor it* flesh on sen. 




